TORWOODLEE

WILLIAM

WiLLiax HopPrINGILL first of Torwoodlee was a son of James
of Smailholm, Ranger of the Ward of Tweed.

In October 1489 Caddonlee, a stead occupied with the King’s
own goods by Patrick Crichton, was by letters of the King (now
James IV.) let to William for 5 years, and he continned to hold
it so till 1510 when it was feued to him. In 1501 Torwoodlee
and Toftness were let to William and he continued to hold them
so till they were feued to him in 1510, just after his son George
had been included in the lease (E. R.).

In October 1508 at Edinburgh James Henrison, burgess,
Clerk of Justiciary, granted “for singular love towards David
Hoppringill in Tynnes” to William a charter of his lands in
Clifton, extending to the fourth part of the lands and barony
thereof in the shire of Roxburgh, to be held of the King:
witnesses, John Lawson, Gilbert Knox, ete.: confirmed by the
King in August 1509 (G. S.). David had been partner with
William for some time in the lease of Caddonlee. For David in
Tynnes see under Smailholm. The donor was King's Advocate
and Lord Justice-Clerk, and was apparently a son of Robert
Henryson, the Poet (Eyre Todd’s Medizval Scottish Poetry.)

William by his wife Elizabeth Lawson had issue :—

1. George, his heir,

2. Alexander, of East Teviotdale and Fernacres, North.-
umberland (g.».).

3. Robert, parson of Morham; see under Fountainhall,
Pencaitland.

4. William of Westhousebyre (¢.2.).

5. David of Slegden (g.v.).

6. John of East Teviotdale (g.v.).

7. James of East Teviotdale (q..).

William was killed at the battle of Flodden 9th September 1513,
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GEORGE 1

In December 1516 a gift was made, with consent of the
Governor (the Duke of Albany), to Elizabeth Lawson, relict of
the late William Hoppringill of Clifton, George his son and heir,
and Robert, parson of Morham, and Alexander, his brothers,
conjunctly and severally, of the ward and nonentries of the £10
land of Clifton, which pertained to the late William in heritage,
now through his decease in the King’s hands (P. S.)—a favour
granted to the heirs of the King’s vassals who fell with him at
Flodden.

George’s name does not appear so often in the affairs of East
Teviotdale as do those of his brothers. In 1523 he is included
in an English list of 25 Scots round Yetholm who pastured their
sheep on the March. In 1526 he is included in the Letter of
Pardon granted to the Scotts, Kers, Hoppringills, and others
for treasonably marching with the Homes to Stirling against
the Earl of Arran, the King's Lieutenant (see Smailholm). In
1532 an instrument of reckoning is made between him and his
brothers James, Robert, and William. In 1534 he and his
brothers Robert and David witness charters granted to and
by David Hoppringill of Smailholm (G. S.).

In 1535 George is given sasine to the quarter lands of
Elliston, which had been in the hands of the King since the
death of his father William (E. R.). In 1538 Ninian Glendining
grants to him a £3-land, and to his brother John a 50s.-land, in
the east part of Clifton as occupied by them (G. S, 1623). In
1540 the King confirmed to him, per fustem et bacwlum, and
to Margaret Crichton his spouse, in conjunct fee, the £10-land
of Clifton (G.S.). In 1541 George appears in the rental of
the Ward of Tweed as paying £60 fen duty for Torwoodlee
and Caddonlee, and in that of Yarrow £8 for Glengaber
(E. R.).

In 1544 Henry VIIL of England, furious because he eould
not kidnap the young Queen of Scots and detach them from
their French alliance, sent by sea an army under Hertford that
burned Edinburgh, ravaged Holyroodhouse, laid waste the
country round about, and on its march home burned every
village through which it passed. In February 1545 the Scots
routed an English army at Ancrum Moor, killing the leader
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Sir Ralph Eure and a thousand men and taking 600 prisoners,
including Sir John Horsely captured by David, George's brother
(see Slegden). Before leaving Alnwick Castle for Scotland
Eure had ordered the custodian to “call all the Pledges of the
Scottish prisoners to him and keep them safe, especially George
Pringill's.” On 1st March the custodian wrote to Shrewsbury
asking, now that Eure was dead, what was to be done about
them; there were 6 Pledges, including George Pringle, younger,
also 3 prisoners who were assured English and had falsified
their promises, viz,, Dand Haliburton, Robert Haig of Bemersyde,
and John Turnbull (H. L.). They would all be set free shortly
in exchange for English captured in the battle.

In March 1546 James Hoppringill of Tynnes, who in 1543
had sued the Kers for the violent spoliation and withholding
of his stead of Buckholm, now sues George (their ally) for
doing the same thing; the Lords order him to desist within
six days or be warded in Blackness Castle (I. C.). In June
1547 the said James sues William Crichton of Drylaw, George's
surety, that he would stop molesting Buckholm, which he had
not done, but had since, himself, his brother, and servants, shorn
his meadows and grass, pastured his goods thereon, and cut the
trees (see Buckholm). .

After the disastrous battle of Pinkie, 10th September 1547,
George took part in the ransom of Rose of Kilravock (see
Westhousebyre); also at Roxburgh Castle, after the Scottish
Border had been ravaged afresh, George was constrained with
the Border lairds to take an oath of fealty to Henry VIIL
(Hollinshed). On 7th August 1548 the young Queen Mary
sailed to France in the ships that had brought French troops
and arms,

In September 1548 the Lords of Council sent letters to
Peebles intimating to the Kers and Hoppringills that they could
come freely to Edinburgh and answer for the charge of treason;
and in October the clans of East Teviotdale, roused by the
warding of Cessford in Edinburgh Castle, took part with an
English army in ravaging the lands of Sir Walter Scott and his
friends on the Teviot. In 1550, thanks to the troops and arms
sent by France, the English were gradually expelled from
Scotland, and peace between the two countries proclaimed ab
Edinburgh on st April.
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In 1551 George receives a Pardon for coming against the
late King, James V., at Linlithgow, and for all other acts or
treasons against the royal person (P. S.); also he gets from the
Archbishop of St Andrews a feu charter of Craigend, Stow (T. W.).

In March 1552 Sir Walter Scott of Buceleuch, who had
fought Angus at Pringill’s bridge, Melrose, in 1526, when Ker
of Cessford was killed by one of his followers, and whose lands
had been recently ravaged by the clans of East Teviotdale, was
murdered in time of night in the High Street of Edinburgh by
the Kers and Homes, now further incited against him through
his appointment as Governor of Liddesdale and Warden of the
Middle March. Among 18 persons indicted for the crime were
7 Kers and George Hoppringill of Torwoodlee. George's
indictment ran thaos, “ Ye, being upon the gait of Edinburgh,
did send your twa horse to the laird of Cessford (Sir Walter
Ker) to ryd away upon, which ye can not deny” (S, B.).

In 1564 Sir Walter Ker, Warden of the Middle March, having
complained of being badly attended on Truce Days, the Lords
order the lairds used to attend, including George, to do so well
accompanied and arrayed (C. B.): also George is ordered by the
Archbishop to produce his tack at £50 yearly of the teinds of
the Kirk of Stow (L. C.)

Deata oF GEorRGE.—On 6th January 1569 Lord Hunsdon,
Governor of Berwick, reported to the English Council that at
the Wardens' meeting he had heard that on the 27th ult. Martin
Elliot and 300 horsemen had come to Torwoodlee at night,
sacked the place, and killed the Goodman George Pringill
(MSS., Salisbury). On 10th December 1570 the English
ambassador reported that “there was a day of law on the
7th inst, for the trial of slaughters between the Pringills and
Elliots, and the friends on both sides gathered to the number
of 300 on either part. The trial was deferred by the Earl of
Morton until May next, but the trial with their weapons was
likely to have heen to the great harm on both sides had not
the townsmen both orderly and stoutly prevented the same.
Together they were, and many strokes with swords given, and
pistols on both sides shot off, and some hurt, There were on
both sides divers principal gentlemen of the Merse, Teviotdale,
Lothians and other parts” (H. S., and Diuwrnal of Occurrents,
1513-75).

0}
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On 3rd June 1575 the Privy Council issued letters from
Holyroodhouse stating that the Regent (Earl of Morton) with
the view of stopping the deadly feud between the Surnames of
the Hoppringills and Elliots, whereby great trouble had been
in times bypast in the realm, and was like to continue, had
appointed 25th May last for the compearance before him and the
Council personally, of the Hoppringills, Andrew of Galashiels,
James of Torsonce and James his Tutor, William of Torwoodlee,
James of Whytbank, George of Blindlee, John of Buckholm,
Malcolm of Cortleferry, Thomas of Milkiston, John of Chapel-
hill, William of Westhousebyre, and John of Muirhouse; and of
the Elliots, Robert of Skelfhill, Martin of Braidlee, William of
Horselyhill and his brother Gavin, Gavin of Falnash, and
William in Gorrenberry; and whereas only two of the
Hoppringills, William of Torwoodlee and Maleolm of Cortle-
ferry, had compeared, and only two of the Elliots, Robert of
Skelfhill and Martin of Braidlee, the Council issue a fresh
summons for 23rd June next, each person to find caution in
£100 that he would compear (P. C.). We hear nothing more
of the case for upwards of thirty years, till in the more settled
times of 1607 it was continued (see below).

George and his spouse Margaret Crichton had issue -—

1. William, his heir.

2. David, died before June 1581; leaving a son George.

3. George.

4. Isabella, marr. Thomas Hoppringill of that Ilk, 1555.

5. Elizabeth, marr. John Edgar, of Wedderlie, 1557.

6. Margaret, marr. Oliver Edgar, younger, of Wester
Monkrig, 1564.

7. Agnes, died in 1576 (T. E.).

8, 9, 10. Catherine, Christian, Marion.

WILLIAM

In February 1569 The Exchequer remitted to William the
duplication of his feu duty due on his entry as heir of the late
George in the lands of Glengaber, Torwoodlee, Tofts, and
Caddonlee, by reason his father was slain by the thieves
and rebels (E. R.).
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In January 1570 Regent Moray was assassinated at
Linlithgow.

In April 1571 William, on receipt of the tocher of his spouse
Alison, daughter of James Heriot of Trabroun, infefts her in the
lands of Craigend, Stow (R. D.). At Jedburgh he subscribed
the General Band of the Border lairds to rise against Ker of
Fernihirst or the thieves of Liddesdale or Eskdale (P. C., 1571).

William died in August 1577. In his Testament, made at
Mylnhaven (now Morrison’s Haven) in 1571 he nominated as
Tutors to his children Alison his spouse, or after her re-marria
her brother-in-law Thomas Hamilton of Priestfield (afterwards
first Earl of Haddington), Patrick Crichton of Lugton, and
Robert Lawson of Humbie, consecutively, His farm stock and
teinds due to him amounted to £2341, leaving after payment of
certain debts and the fees of George, William, and David
Hoppringill, and twelve servants, £2209 free gear (T. E.).

William and his spouse Alison Heriot had issue :—

1. George, his heir.

2. William (1603, 1609, 1618); later, of Colligarrie,
Co. Tyrone (see Ireland, Plantations).

3. James.

4. David, apprenticed in 1590, to David Richardson,
skinner, Edinburgh.

5. Elisabeth, marr. 1588, Andrew Logan, younger, of
Coitfield, Restalrig.

6. Janet, married Robert Dickson of Overmains, Hassington,
Berwickshire.

Alison Heriot married in October 1580 as her second
husband John Renton of Billie, whose previous spouses had
been Katherine Lawson and Jean Cockburn. They had issue :—

1. James Renton, of Billie (g.».).
2. Agnes Renton, marr. James Pringill, younger, of
Buckholm,

GEORGE 2

In 1581 George’s cousin, George son of the late David
Hoppringill, and Andrew Heriot of Trabroun act as his
Tutors (L. C., 1582). On a Sunday in Januvary 1589 when
George and Richard Heriot, younger, of Trabroun were in the
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Churchyard of Stow after service, they were attacked by some
24 persons, who wounded Heriot and killed David Taylor,
servant df George’s mother Lady Billie. Of the offenders
(eorge Haldane of that Ilk, James Hunter of Hawkburn, and
John and George Hoppringill of Muirhouse having failed to
compear for trial, their goods movable, as fugitives of the law,
were escheated, and gifted to George under the Privy Seal.

In May 1605 George Hoppringill of Torwoodlee, at Edinburgh,
—in implement of a contract made with Andrew Hoppringill of
Hounam, David of the Bents, John in Clifton, John in Tofts,
and Andrew (or Dand) son of the late John in Tofts, tenants of
his quarter of Clifton—granted to Andrew of Hounam and his
spouse Margaret Ker the 3-merk land of the said quarter of
Clifton (oceupied by John Hoppringill, called Gantlet), also to
the said Andrew as heir of the late George Hoppringill, his
great grandfather (proavus), the 53 merk land of the said
quarter as occupied by him; also to John in Clifton as heir
of the late John there, his grandfather (who in 1538 acquired
a 50s. land in the east part of Clifton), the 50s. land of the said
quarter of Clifton (G. S., 1623).

In January 1607 George Pringill of Torwoodlee and his
brothers James and David, grandsons of the late” George
Hoppringill, pursue John Elliot of Coppshaw for the crime
following—* the said Elliot, Robert Elliot called Martin’s Hob,
and Jock Armstrong called the Laird's Jock, with convocation
of the whole clans of the Armstrongs, Elliots, Beattisons,
Grahams, and remanent clans on both sides of the Border, all
common thieves, to the number of 300 persons, both horse and
foot, came forward in December 1568, with jacks, spears, steel
bonnets, lancestaves, hackbuts and pistolets, to the place of
Torwoodlee, and there, under silence of night, with forehammers
and joists dang up the yetts of the said place, and by force
entered in and took the late George Hoppringill furth of his
bed, conveyed him away prisoner to the Skaldeneise in Selkirk-
shire, and there most cruelly murdered him; and at the same
time broke up the chests and lockfast places within the said
place, and theftuously took away from the stables 17 horses
worth overhead £100 Scots each, £1000 purse money, 80 oz
silver at 40s. the oz, 2 dozen silver spoons weighing 2 oz
each, together with the whole napery, clothes, and household
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furnishings worth 5000 merks Scots.” The Court sentenced
William Elliot of Falnash, cautioner for the entry of John
Elliot of Coppshaw to be fined 500 merks for his nonentry, and
the said John to be denounced rebel and put to the horn, and
all his movable goods escheated and brought in for the King’s
use, as being fugitive of the law (P. C. T.). See previous
notices, 1569, 1575; also under East Teviotdale, 1567, 1569,
where it appears that this attack on Torwoodlee was only an
episode in the desperate struggle then going on between these
western desperadoes and Regent Moray.

In December 1607 George was granted by the Archbishop
of St Andrews a tack of a third of the teind sheaves of the
Kirk of Stow. 1In 1610 he was appointed by the Privy Council
Keeper of the Rolls of the Selkirkshire J.P.s with power to
employ a clerk (P. C.).

In 1613 Andrew Logan of Pittarthie, Fife, having failed to
relieve Andrew Logan of Coitfield his cautioner in 3300 merks,
had his goods and liferent of Pittarthie escheated, and granted
to David Pringill, George's brother, who, in 1615 lagreed to pay
3000 merks for the lands by a certain date or remove from
them (A. D., Scott).

In 1615 John Pringill, third son of George, is apprenticed to
David Pringill, surgeon, Edinburgh.

In 1617 George and Sir Patrick Murray of Langshaw are
appointed M.P’s for Selkirkshire, and in 1621 George, and
James Pringill of Smailholm (A. P.).

In March 1618 “ The Privy Council send ‘Ane missive’ to
the Deputy of Ireland in favour of Williame Pringle” (George's
uncle) (P.C.). See Ireland, Plantations.

In 1619 George resigns the lands of Blackhouse, Midlothian,
disponed to him for 4000 merks, and now redeemed, by Sir
William Ker of Cockpen (8. E.).

In 1620 George and his spouse Elizabeth Richardson are
granted by the Archbishop of St Andrews the lands of Little
Catpair (S, E.). In 1621 George resigns the lands of Glengaber
to Walter Earl of Buccleuch (G. S.). In 1622 he gets from
James Cairncross of Colmslie a charter of the lands of Wooplaw,
Allanshaws, and West Langlee, redeemable for 18,000 merks,
and grants them to his eldest son James. The lands were
redeemed by the said Cairncross in 1633 (R. M.).

02
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In 1623 George is nominated by the Privy Council to a
Convention on Scottish manufactures, especially wool; also,
with his son James, J.P., subscribes the report of the Selkirk-
shire J.P.’s on the relief of the poor, and on sturdy beggers (P. C.).

In August 1624 George appeared personally before the Lords
of Council and accepted the office of Sheriff of Selkirkshire (P. C.).
In November he bought from William Veitch the lands of
Crosslee (G. S., 1625).

In 1627 he and certain others are appointed by the Kirk
Session of Stow to assess for 300 merks for repairing the kirk;
and in 1630 the Session consider *“ where Torwoodlee his aisle
should be biggit” (C. B.). Also in 1630 George, along with
the bailies of Selkirk, is commissioned to try a man and
4 women for witcheraft (P, C.).

In 1633 John Chisholm and Margaret Pringill his spouse
resign the reversion of Brockhouse in Gala Water to James, fear
of Torwoodlee (S. E.).

In 1637 John Pringill, surgeon, Edinburgh, as brother and
heir of Elizabeth, Margaret, and Anne, daughters of George and
the late Elizabeth Richardson, his spouse, gets the lands of
little Catpair (which were alienated by James Hoppringill of
Tynnes and his spouse Joneta Tod), redeemable by George, as
per charter to his daughters, for 6000 merks, and, later, the
said lands are granted by the said George and John to the said
Elizabeth Richardson (S. E., vol. 17).

George appears to have died in 1637. By his first wife
Margaret Pringill, daughter of James of Whytbank, he had
issue :—

1. James, his heir.

2. George, apprenticed in 1607 with James Heriot, litster,
Edinburgh; also of Craigend; died before 1627,

3. John, in 1615 apprenticed with David Pringill, surgeon
(see Edinburgh Burgesses).

4. Alexander.

By his second wife, Elizabeth Richardson of Smeaton, George
had issue—

5-7. Elizabeth, Margaret, and Anne,
By his third wife, Elizabeth Pringill, he had no issue.




TORWOODLEE 215

JAMES 1

In 1638 James and his mother-in-law having a dispute with
Borthwick of Crookston, the Lords of Council ordain them to
keep the peace under a penalty of 2000 merks (P. C.). In 1641
James is appointed Tutor to George and Margaret, children of
the late John Pringill, surgeon, Edinburgh. Also, having had
the lands of Norton, Edinburgh, disponed to him, he dispones
them to Alexander Foulis of Colinton for 12,000 merks (S. E.).
Also in 1641 he is appointed an M.P. for Selkirkshire, and again
in 1645.

In 1643 James is appointed a collector of Selkirkshire's
quota to maintain the Seottish Army in Ireland, England being
too unsettled at the time to do this according to her agreement ;
also, in 1644, to make up the county’s deficiency of horse and
foot required for the country’s defence (A. P.).

In 1646 he is appointed by Parliament Sheriff of Selkirk-
shire, with power to choose his own Depute. Also he bought
from Robert Pringill his lands of Blindlee, with the pendicles
of Meiglepots, Over Blackhopehaugh, and Kilnknowe, with
the fishings, for 10,000 merks, redeemable; paying to the King
£50 feu duty (G. S.).

In the Scottish politics of the time James was an “ Anti-
Engager” (A. P. 1649). King Charles was executed on
30th January 1649.

In 1649 James is appointed a Curator to Robert Pringill of
Stitchill (A. D., Scott); also he gives to his spouse, Jonet Craig,
sasine of Caddonlee, and Laidlawstiel (as a proper pendicle
thereof), and of Craigend ; the liferent thereof being reserved
to Elizabeth Pringill, relict of the late George the said James’s
father (S. E.).

Cromwell crossed the Tweed in July 1650, and after the
battle of Dunbar, 3rd September 1650, spread part of his army
over the south of Scotland, who by their exactions reduced the
inhabitants to great poverty, sometimes to absolute want. A
detachment under a Major Robertson was stationed at Selkirk
and Torwoodlee (C. B.).

In 1654 James gets sasine of an annual rent furth of Muir-
house, Corseruik, and others, in Stow ; also Jonet Craig, James's
spouse, is given sasine of Torwoodlee and Crosslee in liferent,
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as is also George, James’s son, in the same and in Craigend and
the Lilliesleaf lands,

Under the Protectorate Mr George, fear, gets sasine of an
annual rent furth of Allanshaws, also he is appointed a collector
of Selkirkshire’s quota of the money levied in Scotand, and
in 1656 a J.P. of Edinburgh and Selkirk shires (Scotland
wader the Protectorate).

James appears to have died in 1658. By his first wife, Jean
Cockburn, he had issue :—

1. Margaret, marr. in 1649 George Pringill of Buckholm.

By his second, Janet, daughter of Sir Lewis Craig of
Riccarton—

2. George, his heir; born 3rd March 1631.

3. James, of Craigend.

4. Alexander, in Caddonlee; alive November 1707,

5. Anne, marr. in 1648 Alexander Pringle of Whytbank.

6. Janet, born 6th July 1632, marr. 1649 Walter Pringle
of Greenknowe,

7. Sophia, marr, John Riddell of Haining.

GEORGE 3

In 1659 John Clerk of Penicuik, assignee to a bond for
10,000 merks granted by the Earl of Lothian in 1647, at 800
merks annual rent, for which James Pringle of Whytbank and
James Pringle of Torwoodlee were cautioners, now assigns it to
Alexander Pringle now of Whytbank and George Pringle now
of Torwoodlee (R. D.).

In September 1662, after the Restoration, numerous ex-
ceptions were made to an act of Indemnity for persons whose
political attitude had placed their lives and fortunes at H, M.’s
disposal. In the array of exceptions and among Border lairds
appeared Greenknowe fined £3000 Seots, Torwoodlee £1600,
Whytbank, younger, £3000, Newhall £600, Clifton £1200 (A. P.).

From the Restoration of the Stuarts in 1660 till their final
expulsion in 1688 the people of Scotland were kept in misery
by strife waged in the name of religion. Obstinate authority
sought to impose Prelacy upon an obstinate people who would






